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Critical Minerals

2023 NATIONAL INTEGRATED SPECIAL REPORT – 
DIGITAL AND NEWSPAPER 

Critical minerals play a pivotal role in Canada's economy and its strategic position on 
the global stage. These minerals, including rare earth elements, lithium, cobalt, and 
others, are essential for the production of high-tech devices, clean energy 
technologies, and advanced manufacturing. As a resource-rich country, Canada 
possesses significant reserves of critical minerals, making it a key player in the global 
supply chain. This special feature will highlight the importance of critical minerals and 
how they contribute to economic growth, job creation, and innovation. By developing 
and harnessing its mineral resources, Canada can strengthen its domestic industries, 
attract investments, and contribute to the global transition towards sustainable and 
low-carbon technologies.

Proposed topic highlights:
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT — Exploring, extracting, and developing critical mineral 
reserves.
SUPPLY CHAIN SECURITY — Diversifying sources, reducing dependence on 
imports.
SUSTAINABILITY — Minimizing environmental impact and responsible resource 
development.
INNOVATION & TECHNOLOGY — Advancing critical minerals in various industries
INDIGENOUS ENGAGEMENT — Respectful collaboration and equitable benefits for 
Indigenous communities.
INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION — Promoting responsible sourcing, global 
cooperation in minerals.

INTEGRATED CONTENT FEATURES: Turnkey solutions in which 
participating advertisers can be mentioned or quoted in at least one story. 

Source: Vividata SCC Fall 2022, National, Adults 18+
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Gold and precious metals
Mining and exploration creating value for communities

Developing the Goose project in the Back River Gold District, which is now part of B2Gold’s portfolio, requires building
160 kilometres of ice roads every year to bring in materials. SUPPLIED

eather conditions allow
only a narrow window of

opportunity for surface transport to
reach the site of the Goose project
in Nunavut, about 400 kilometres
southwest of Cambridge Bay and
520 kilometres northeast of Yellow-
knife. Accessibility depends on open
shipping lanes in the Beaufort Sea,
which close as temperatures drop,
as well as ice roads that are only
stable when it’s cold.
Rather than being daunted by

such challenging conditions, Clive
Johnson, president and CEO at
B2Gold Corp., is excited about work-
ing on Goose, the most advanced
project in an 80-kilometre belt with
a series of gold deposits in banded
iron formation in the Back River
Gold District, which B2Gold acquired
through its buy-out of Sabina Gold
& Silver Corp. this February for
$1.1-billion.
“One of our differentiators is the

willingness to look at opportunities
that come with a calculated risk.
While we do our due diligence,
we’re quite entrepreneurial,” says
Mr. Johnson. “We’re excited to add
such a high-quality, high-grade gold
project in a top mining jurisdiction
to our portfolio, and we’re pleased
to welcome the exceptional Sabina
team into B2Gold.”

A HOMECOMING FOR B2GOLD
MANAGEMENT
B2Gold is a low-cost international
senior gold producer headquartered
in Vancouver, Canada, with operat-
ing gold mines in Mali, Namibia

and the Philippines, and exploration
and development projects in Mali,
Colombia, Finland and Uzbekistan,
and now in Canada’s North.
“Back River represents a great op-

portunity to make a difference locally
while we continue our international
projects, which have taken us from
a startup exploration company 15
years ago to a million-ounce-per-
year responsible gold producer
with current market capitalization of
about $6-billion,” says Mr. Johnson,
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quite entrepreneurial.
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team into B2Gold.

Clive Johnson
President and CEO at

B2Gold Corp.
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ROADWAYS TO SUCCESS IN THE BACK RIVER GOLD DISTRICT

for whom working in Canada repre-
sents “a homecoming.”
He began his career in the min-

ing industry over 40 years ago
as a claim-staker, line-cutter and
expeditor in B.C. and the Yukon
with Bema Industries, a private
exploration, contracting and con-
sulting company. Mr. Johnson and
his partners created Bema Gold,
an intermediate gold producer
with significant northern explora-
tion, construction and production
success that includes building two
low-cost gold mines in northern
Russia between 1998 and 2005.
As part of Bema Gold, key

B2Gold team members were
involved in building Kupol, the
biggest project in the far north of
Russia, and Mr. Johnson says this
experience “serves us well in Nuna-
vut, where we’ll be building 160
kilometres of ice roads every year.”
Part of B2Gold’s recipe for suc-

cess is “finding projects that fulfill
our criteria,” says Mr. Johnson.
“We’re very disciplined in our acqui-
sitions. The team at Sabina did an
excellent job of taking the project
to the current level, and this allows
us to move forward without having
to change the schedule.” Construc-
tion is underway and is expected
to be completed in the first quarter
of 2025.
B2Gold is also committed to

honouring the existing framework
agreement between Sabina and the

Kitikmeot Inuit Association (KIA),
outlining renewable 20-year ben-
efit and land tenure agreements,
says Mr. Johnson. “We’re able to
build on these relationships and ac-
celerate community programs with
our landowners and partners.”
This fits with the company’s

strong commitment to corporate
social responsibility. Mr. Johnson
sees such values as “an exten-
sion of Canadian culture, which is
based on treating people around
the world with fairness, respect
and transparency, and on deliver-
ing on the promises we make.
“We have a strong track record

of making lives better in local com-
munities where we work world-
wide, and we think we can make
a real difference in the North,” he
says. “We look forward to working
with the KIA as we develop the
Goose project to production.”

EXPLORATION PLANS AND A
STRONG START
Beyond the construction of
the Goose project, B2Gold has
committed financial resources
to develop the significant gold
resource endowment at the Back
River Gold District into a large,
long-life mining complex. “We see
the area as wide open for explora-
tion,” says Mr. Johnson. “We’re
starting with a $27-million explora-
tion budget to further define the
Goose deposit and the untapped
potential and unlock opportunities
for growth.”
More immediate plans are

progressing swiftly. “We’re off to a
good start. We’ve already moved
900 truckloads to the Goose site
with all the critical parts for the first
phase of construction,” he says.
“The key is to get everything to a
staging area by ship and get the
ships out before the ocean freezes
– and then move the equipment
by truck starting in February before
the ice roads disappear, sometime
in May.”
Having a Canadian company

bringing remarkable expertise and
financial strength – plus strong
value alignment – to bear on
work in Canada’s North represents
a powerful potential both for
communities and B2Gold, says
Mr. Johnson. “We believe we can
make a big difference in Nunavut
as well as achieve a significant
increase in gold production.
“We see this as another example

of how we’re not only meeting –
but exceeding – our goals.”

WHERE DOES THE CURRENT FOCUS ON CRITICAL
MINERALS LEAVE PRECIOUS METAL INVESTING?
One of the key topics in the investment community is focused on
critical minerals, with investors prioritizing the materials needed
for powering clean-economy innovations, from wind turbines and
solar panels to electric car batteries.
Experts believe that this heightened attention on the essential

role of mining and exploration can help to attract new investors
to the sector. And these investors may wish to diversify their
portfolio and consider adding precious metals to the mix.
Various factors contribute to the economic value of gold and

precious metals for investment purposes, among them their po-
tential for storing value and providing a hedge against currency
inflation and their industrial applications.
There are many examples of the use of precious metals be-

yond being held in store as an investment and as jewelry. Gold,
for instance, is used in dentistry and the electronics industry.
Silver plays an important industrial role in the green energy
transition as a major component in solar panels. Platinum and
palladium find application in the electronics sector and in vehicle
emission control devices.
About 70 to 85 per cent of the total new precious metal supply

comes from mining product, with the remainder coming from
recycled material, illustrating the need to support mining and
exploration activities.
Experts welcome an increased focus on the mining and explo-

ration sector as a source for creating better societal outcomes.
The industry not only provides the minerals and metals that
power the devices we use in everyday lives, it also creates social
and economic benefits through education and employment op-
portunities and community development.
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Founded in 2007, today, B2Gold has three operating gold
mines and numerous development and exploration projects
in various countries including Mali, the Philippines, Namibia,
Canada, Colombia, Finland and Uzbekistan.

As a responsible mining company, B2Gold’s commitment to
Health & Safety and Environment, Social & Governance
continues to result in exceptional outcomes at the
Company’s operations around the world.
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