
11

Commitment to reconciliation

2023 NATIONAL INTEGRATED SPECIAL REPORT – 
DIGITAL AND NEWSPAPER 

A firm commitment to reconciliation holds immense significance in Canada 
as it addresses historical injustices and fosters healing and understanding 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. Truth and Reconciliation 
Day, observed on September 30th, encourages reflection, education and 
dialogue, seeking to advance meaningful steps across Canada towards 
building a future of unity and justice for all citizens.

Proposed topic highlights:
ADVOCACY & LEADERSHIP – Showcasing leaders, organizations and 
initiatives that champion Indigenous languages, knowledge and 
perspectives.
EDUCATION – Promoting understanding and awareness as foundation for 
mutual respect.
INNOVATION & EMPOWERMENT – Spotlighting Indigenous leadership 
and economic engagement.
RESOURCES & SUPPORT – Addressing community needs and priorities.

INTEGRATED CONTENT FEATURES: Turnkey solutions in which 
participating advertisers can be mentioned or quoted in at least one story. 

Source: Vividata SCC Fall 2022, National, Adults 18+
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WHEN SHE WAS FIVE YEARS
OLD, RAVEN SINCLAIR WAS
REMOVED FROM HER HOME
IN SASKATCHEWAN. The family
who adopted her received a one-
page sheet outlining her back-
ground. It implied that she came
from a French-Métis background
and that musical talent ran in the
family. Neither of these things were
true.

“My mother took this to heart and
put me in every kind of lesson you
could imagine,” recalls Dr. Sinclair, a
social work professor at the Univer-
sity of Regina. “I didn’t excel at all,”
she laughs.

The researcher, who started
school in West Germany and grew
up in Ontario with her adopted fam-
ily, discovered in her late 20s that
she was of Cree and Scottish ances-
try. Now a member of Gordon First
Nation of southern Saskatchewan,
Dr. Sinclair is the head of a five-year
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Connecting with my
father’s family, my
home community –
that has been pretty
important in terms
of my sense of well-
being, wholeness and

connection.
Dr. Allyson Stevenson
assistant professor at

the University of Regina

Raven Sinclair, along with her research team, is working on a Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) project that explores the genealogical study of

Indigenous and Métis adoption in Canada. SUPPLIED

research program that began in
2016 and is funded by the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research
Council of Canada.

The Pe-kī-wē-win project, which
means “coming home” in the
Cree language, focuses on what
has become known as the Sixties
Scoop, the mass systemic removal
of Indigenous and Métis children by
Canada’s welfare system.

The research, which examines
the historical context and policies
that resulted in more than 20,000
Indigenous and Métis children across
Canada being apprehended from
as early as the 1940s through to the
1990s, is aligned with University of
Regina’s dedication to responding to
the Truth and Reconciliation’s calls to
action. Among the university’s key
goals is advancing the understand-
ing of Canada’s history with and
continuance of colonialism, including
the Indian Residential Schools and
the Indian Act.

The Pe-kī-wē-win project is
gathering stories of the children,
now adults, who were taken from
their homes and communities and
fostered and adopted by mainly
white middle-class Canadians. In
addition to “scouring the archives”
and compiling over 40,000 archival
documents, researchers have been
collecting the stories of survivors,
adoptive parents, social workers and
bureaucrats who were involved.

“The goal is to examine the Sixties
Scoop from as many perspectives as
possible so that everyone can have
a better understanding of what hap-
pened and how it affected everyone
involved,” she says.

The prevailing narrative for people
coming into care included the myth
that the children needed “rescuing
from a terrible situation,” says Dr.
Sinclair, who believes that “the more
insight we can gather, the better we
can understand the context of some
of these narratives that aren’t neces-
sarily true.”

During the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s,
the reality for Indigenous people
included widespread poverty. They
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were excluded from participating in
Canada’s economic system. They
lacked power in the political and jus-
tice realms; and attitudes of prejudice
and bias, discrimination and racism
were widespread, says Dr. Sinclair. “In
Canada at that time, there was [gener-
ally] a pretty strong predisposition to
looking at Indigenous people as far
inferior and pretty much incapable of
raising our own children.”

Allyson Stevenson, an assistant
professor at the University of Regina,
is a co-investigator of the Sixties
Scoop, largely focusing on a historic
perspective and policy research. She
points out the link between the Six-
ties Scoop and contemporary child-
welfare legislation that continues
to discriminate against Indigenous
children and families.

According to the 2016 census,
Indigenous children under the age of
five make up 40 per cent of children
in foster care while Indigenous
people represent only seven per cent
of the population. At the same time,
government funding of Indigenous

agencies and services, compared to
provincial and federal programs, is
inequitable and insufficient.

Through her work and as a Métis
adoptee, Dr. Stevenson under-
stands the negative outcomes that
are triggered by child removal,
especially when children are adopted
and fostered away from their culture,
families and communities.

Dr. Stevenson, who was adopted
and grew up in Regina, never had
a chance to meet her father, who is
Métis. “Connecting with my father’s
family, my home community – that
has been pretty important in terms
of my sense of well-being, whole-
ness and connection,” she says.

Dr. Stevenson is optimistic about
the introduction of Bill C-92. Set to
take effect in early 2020, it affirms
Indigenous rights and jurisdiction
of child and family services. At the
same time, the lack of mechanisms
for funding for the transition to
Indigenous and Métis control is dis-
concerting, she says. “The funding is
still really, really critical.”

MAPPINGTHE INDIGENOUSADOPTEE DIASPORA

The Pe-kī-wē-win project, focusing on the Sixties Scoop, is taking advan-
tage of innovation and technology to create an online interactive platform
as a tool for adoptees and survivors using a Geographical Information
System (GIS).

Professor Raven Sinclair, who is heading the five-year project at the
University of Regina, connected with Colleen Cardinal, director of the
National Indigenous Survivors of Child Welfare Network (NISCWN), as part
of the project’s community outreach. Ms. Cardinal had conceived the idea
of creating a web-based map that can track Indigenous adoptee diaspora
worldwide. As a key collaborator on Dr. Sinclair’s research project, Ms.
Cardinal attended two Indigenous GIS training sessions through the
University of British Columbia’s Firelight Group.

The vision, explains Dr. Sinclair, is that survivors of the Sixties Scoop
can trace their movement, tell their stories and connect with others. The
platform, which is set to launch in December, will illustrate the global
displacement of Canadian Indigenous children throughout the 1960s to
the 1990s.

“Visually it’s a really exciting venture,” she says. “It is also a cutting-edge
use of GIS technology to provide information.”

The map will be located on the website of the Sixties Scoop Network
and is funded by the Waakebiness-Bryce Institute of Indigenous Health and
private donations.
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Since enrolling with the U of R, I feel like I’ve
become part of a community that supports
every goal that I put out to the universe.
Many Indigenous students attend, which
makes me feel like I’m always at home,
and professors always take the time
to know you for who you are.

Jamin Mike
4th Year, English and History

The University of Regina is
committed to being a welcoming,
inclusive, and diverse teaching and
learning community – a campus
where discrimination, hatred
and violence have no place.
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