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Access to Medicine

2023 NATIONAL INTEGRATED SPECIAL REPORT – 
DIGITAL AND NEWSPAPER 

Guaranteeing equal access to essential medications is a fundamental 
principle in Canada's healthcare system, emphasizing the importance of 
equitable provision of healthcare services. Recognizing the pivotal role of 
medications in promoting and maintaining good health, it is imperative that 
everyone has equal opportunities to obtain necessary treatments. This 
special feature will focus on the significance of equal access to medications 
and shed light on Canada's ongoing efforts to enhance accessibility, 
ensuring that all individuals can obtain the medications they require for 
optimal health outcomes.

Proposed topic highlights: 
AFFORDABILITY — The challenge of high drug prices and its impact on 
accessibility.
BENEFIT PROGRAMS — Publicly funded programs aiming to ensure 
access to prescription drugs.
SUPPLY CHAIN — Strengthening the supply chain to ensure consistent 
availability of medicines.
EQUITY — Addressing inequities in medicine access among different 
populations.
POLICY — Impact of regulations on medication accessibility and 
affordability.
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Medical innovation
Canada needs to prioritize timely access to life-saving new treatments
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PANDEMIC PUT ADDED PRESSURE ON PATIENTS

FOUR STEPS
TO SPEED UP
DRUG ACCESS

BY THE
NUMBERS

#1 25% 1 in 5 22%
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There’s a commonly
held perception
that ‘they did it to

themselves’ or that all
lung cancer is caused
by tobacco use. In
reality, the only risk

factor for getting lung
cancer is having lungs.

Dr. Stephanie Snow
President of Lung Cancer Canada

Not only are many new
medicines unavailable
to Canadians, but,
when they are

launched in Canada,
it takes more than

two years on average
before Canadians
are able to access

them through public
drug plans. Canadian
patients expect and

deserve better.

Pamela Fralick
President of Innovative Medicines

Canada
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Shortening the
regulatory timeline
will benefit patients
and the economy
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Lung cancer is the most
commonly diagnosed
cancer in Canada

Source: Canadian Cancer Statistics Advisory Committee. Canadian Cancer Statistics 2021. Canadian Cancer Society; 2021

Percentage of all
cancer deaths caused
by lung cancer

Number of Canadians
who will develop lung
cancer on their lifetime

Lung cancer survival rate
compared to 64% for all
other cancers combined
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