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Canada is home to the highest percentage of pet owners in the developed world, 
with an estimated one third of Canadian households owning a dog. This special 
feature, published to coincide with International Dog Day, will look at the trends and 
insights informing the outlook of Canada’s “pet parents.”

Proposed topic highlights:
ADVOCACY & ADVICE – Advancing awareness and providing resources and 
support.
HEALTHY DOGS – Food and supplement choices and grooming and boarding 
options.
INSURANCE & CARE – Pet insurance and veterinary care.
INNOVATION – Product innovation providing helpful gadgets and tools.
IMPACT – The benefits and challenges of living with canine companions.

World Ocean Day     
Inspiring collective action for our ocean, our climate, our future      

OCEANS NORTH (LEFT), ALL OTHERS NICK HAWKINS

Innovative ocean conservation measures 
can bring many benefits for coastal 

communities and the planet. OCEANS NORTH

One of Canada’s priorities for conservation has to be protecting the ecosystems 
that people, and especially vulnerable communities, rely on. OCEANS NORTH

n our blue planet, the ocean 
is our life support system. It 

regulates the climate, provides food 
for billions of people and holds 
important genetic resources.    

“We need to work together across 
the globe to protect the ocean and 
ensure it continues to deliver all 
these services,” says marine ecolo-
gist Anna Metaxas, professor in the 
Department of Oceanography at 
Dalhousie University. “We have to 
come up with a plan that is global, 
equitable and sustainable – and that 
addresses issues like biodiversity 
loss and climate change.”

While Canada has the ability and 
capacity to take a leadership role in 
ocean protection, “we need a strong 
strategy with buy-in across society,” 
proposes Dr. Metaxas. “We need a 
clear vision for what we’re trying to 
achieve as a country and for how 
we’re planning to achieve it.”

A long-term vision, which can 
provide much-needed consistency 
across priorities, decisions and ap-
proaches, can also benefit from 
relevant legal frameworks, says 
Kristina Gjerde, a lawyer and senior 
high seas adviser for the Internation-
al Union for Conservation of Nature 
Global Marine and Polar Program.

However, current legal regimes for 
the “conservation of marine ecosys-
tems and ensuring their sustainable 
use are very weak,” she says. “The 
United Nations (UN) Convention on 
the Law of the Sea will be 40 years 
old this December, and climate 
change and biodiversity loss were 
not priorities at its inception.”

Among the efforts to update 
legal structures are “negotiations 
for the new UN treaty on marine 
biodiversity beyond national juris-
diction, which many hope will be 
finalized this summer. This agree-
ment is the focus of the High Am-
bition Coalition’s commitment to 
fast track an ambitious agreement 
on Biodiversity Beyond National 
Jurisdictions,” says Dr. Gjerde. 
“Canada has already recognized 
that the Oceans Act, Canada’s 
marine protection law, needs to be 
updated with special attention to 
climate resilience and sustainability 
imperatives. It is time to do the 
same for international waters.”

This will inform how we conduct 
and incorporate environmental 
impact assessments, and how we 
design marine protected areas, she 

says. “We also need to use other cre-
ative area-based management tools 
to protect places outside marine pro-
tected areas. And crucially for Canada, 
a leader in international assistance 
efforts, we need to find the resources 
to ensure that all nations are able to 
participate fully and equitably.”  

THE 30-BY-30 GOAL
Canada stepped up efforts and “met 
the goal of protecting 10 per cent 
of our ocean by 2020,” says Dr. 
Metaxas. “The next target, conserv-
ing 30 per cent by 2030, will require 
a collaborative strategy for meeting 
conservation objectives while also 
protecting people’s livelihoods. For 
these efforts to be successful, we 
need support from communities and 
industry, and these key relationships 
have to be established at the outset. 
An honest and open discourse is also 
essential for working with Indigenous 
communities.”

Public engagement can also help 
with the question of which ecosys-
tems to protect, suggests Dr. Metaxas. 
“While one approach is to protect the 
most pristine environments, such 
as deep offshore waters, another 
favours focusing on the most vulner-
able areas; for example, the Arctic. 
A third idea is to protect and restore 
important ecosystems that have lost 
their functioning because of pressures 
like coastal development and habitat 
loss.”

There is yet another factor to con-
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PROFILES: HEALTHY ECOSYSTEMS, HEALTHY COMMUNITIES

CANADA’S OCEAN SUPER YEAR: The next 12 months are expected to result in unprecedented international action for the ocean

June 27 – July 1, 2022: 
United Nations Ocean 
Conference 

August 15 – 26, 2022: 5th Intergovernmental 
Conference on Marine Biodiversity of Areas 
Beyond National Jurisdiction 

Fall 2022: 15th Conference of 
the Parties to the Convention 
on Biological Diversity 

November 2022:  
27th Conference of the 
Parties on Climate Change  

February 3 – 9, 2023: 5th 
International Marine Protected Areas 
Congress (Vancouver, Canada)  

“For the Mamalilikulla First Nation, 
every day is Ocean Day,” says 
John Powell, chief councillor of the 
traditional land and waters of the 
Gwaxdlala/Nalaxdlala (Lull Bay/
Hoeya Sound). “Every day is land 
day. Every day is sky day. Every 
day, we connect to our ancestors 
and the stories that bind us to the 
reason that we created an IPCA 
under our ancient traditional law 
of Aweenak’ola.” 

IPCAs – Indigenous Protected 
and Conserved Areas – are a 
framework that recognizes 
Indigenous knowledge systems, 
legal traditions and customary and 
cultural practices. In November 
2021, the Mamalilikulla First Nation 
designated a conservation area of 
10,416 hectares in Knight Inlet on 
B.C.’s central coast.

“The IPCA declaration reflects 
our intent to take a primary role in 
the planning, use, management 
and restoration of our traditional 
lands and waters,” notes Powell. 
“The law of Aweenak’ola says, ‘I 
am one with the land, sea, sky and 
supernatural ones.’ 

“We know that it’s our respon-
sibility to house, nourish, protect 
and defend all of the animals on 
the land, in the sky and in the sea, 
and to set an example about what 
holistic stewardship looks like.”

The IPCA contains a unique 
underwater sponge and coral reef 
of high biodiversity, critical estuar-
ies and salmon-bearing streams. 
A number of Mamalilikulla settle-
ments and cultural and archaeo-
logical sites are also included. 

“Restoring the pride around cul-
ture, language and history is one 
of our main reasons,” says Powell, 
who sees IPCAs as an opportunity 
for provincial and federal govern-
ments to advance their mandate 
and efforts towards reconciliation. 
“Having an arrangement with both 
levels of government to right the 
damage that has been done in the 
past – and to perpetuate a healthy 
territory into the future – is fully 
in line with what I would consider 
reconciliation.”

Jimmy Oleekatalik, manager of 
Spence Bay Hunters and Trappers 

Klemtu is about 589 kilometres – as 
the crow flies – from B.C.’s provin-
cial capital of Victoria, and 3,842 ki-
lometres from Ottawa. The unincor-
porated community in the coastal 
fjords of B.C. may be far from the 
halls of Canada’s decision-makers, 
but it has helped to establish a 
network of like-minded partners 
“spanning the entire coastal region,” 
says Doug Neasloss, Kitasoo/
Xai’xais stewardship director. “When 
the federal government announced 
plans for the Pacific North Coast In-
tegrated Management Area over 15 
years ago, we said, ‘Wait a minute, 
we can’t develop any plans without 
First Nations being involved.’”

Communities got to work. “We 
interviewed fishermen, elders and 
community members. By 2010, we 
came up with a winning plan with 
circles for ecologically sensitive areas 
that would ideally be protected as 
well as places for economic activity,” 
he says. “But after signing a tripartite 
agreement between federal and 
provincial governments and First 
Nations, the federal government 
pulled out.” 

Frustrated about the lack of results, 
and by “having zero protection of the 

CATALYZING THE BLUE ECONOMY
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Association in Taloyoak, Nunavut, 
is acutely aware of the impor-
tance of an Inuit-led approach to 
protecting the environment and its 
inhabitants, and nurturing sustain-
able economic development.

For generations, the northern-
most community on Canada’s 
mainland faced the threat of indus-
trial development coming into the 
territory, located on the southwest-
ern coast of Aviqtuuq (formerly 
named Boothia Peninsula) at the 
Northwest Passage, he says. “We 
are hunters and gathers. We have 
to protect our livestock, the envi-
ronment. Mining or gas explora-
tion would destroy the ecosystem, 
wildlife and our people.”

In 2021, with assistance from 
WWF-Canada and ArctiConnexion, 
the community of approximately 
1,100 was awarded the $451,000 
Arctic Inspiration Prize for its food 
sovereignty project. Titled Niqi-
haqut – which means “our food” 
in Inuktitut – it aims to improve 
health and well-being of the 
people of Taloyoak, “especially our 
elders, single people and people 
with low income who have no 
means of going out on the land,” 
says Oleekatalik. 

It will help create a local food-
based economy, including a 
cut-and-wrap facility to prepare and 
distribute food, and strategies to 
ensure a sustainable and respectful 
harvest. These efforts will also be 
reflected in the management plan 
for the proposed Aviqtuuq Inuit 
Protected and Conserved Area 
(IPCA), which will cover 90,000 
square kilometres of ocean, rivers, 
lakes and land.

These protections are needed to 
preserve sensitive marine ecosys-
tems, says Oleekatalik. The loss 
of ice in the Northwest Passage, 
due to warmer water tempera-
tures, will likely result in increased 
shipping traffic and the danger of 
vessels striking marine animals 
plus potentially contaminating the 
environment.

The Aviqtuuq IPCA will also bring 
economic opportunity, he adds. “It 
will help keep our culture and tradi-
tions alive for generations to come.”

area even today, nations are taking 
action to introduce conservation 
and sustainability as well as protect 
our food sources,” says Neasloss. 
“It’s been a beautiful process, 
where our communities work to-
gether and learn from each other.”

Conservation efforts, and espe-
cially marine protected areas, can 
improve outcomes not only for First 
Nations but all stakeholders, and 
Neasloss sees them as an important 
part of reconciliation.

ECOTOURISM INSPIRING ACTION
When people across the globe imagine 
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sider in this complex equation, and 
that is equity, she says. “On a global 
scale, people are losing the resources 
they need to survive. They lose their 
fish, their reefs, their kelp beds. Our 
priorities for conservation have to 
include protecting the ecosystems 
that people, and especially vulnerable 
communities, rely on.” 

KNOWLEDGE AND TECHNOLOGY 
TRANSFER
What Canada can bring to the table 
are “the amazing tools, technologies 
and scientific findings that are being 
created here,” says Dr. Gjerde. “They 
can help further our understanding 
of an ecosystem as well as the hu-
man uses and values associated with 
it, which can then inform manage-
ment and conservation measures.”

For collectively advancing com-
mon goals across borders, “Canada 
needs to work with other govern-
ments,” she suggests. “The G7 
is adopting a relatively ambitious 
platform, but we also need to reach 
out to the G77 to offer support such 
as financial commitments, innova-
tion funds or technologies.”

Dr. Metaxas agrees. “Now is 
the time to invest in growing our 
knowledge so we can more wisely 
manage our ocean and biodiversity 
at home and abroad,” she says. 
“Canada has a global responsibility 
to act as a steward for the ocean 
through sharing capacity, resources 
and knowledge.” 
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