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The development and adoption of technologies and innovation can enhance the 
performance of businesses as well as provide answers to societal challenges. This 
special feature in conjunction with Technation, will highlight the contribution of top 
innovators and organizations to advancing quality of life, health and sustainability as 
well as Canada's global competitiveness.

Proposed topic highlights:
TECHNOLOGY NOW – How businesses can benefit from integrating technology to 
enhance operations.
CREATIVITY & EDUCATION – How to foster an innovative and entrepreneurial mindset 
for the future workforce.
ADVANCED POLICY — What will it take to make Canada's technology sector achieve it's
full potential? 
WOMEN IN TECHNOLOGY — Increasing the representation of women in C-suite and 
board room level tech positions.

Bonnie Schmidt, president of Let’s
Talk Science, a London, Ont.-based
national charitable organization com-
mitted to inspiring and empowering
Canadian children and youth to
develop the skills they need to partici-
pate and thrive in an ever-changing
world, says while the challenge of
climate change has not altered the ba-
sics of how her organization works, it
has prompted a closer focus on how
young Canadians need to prepare for
the future of work.
“As we move into a green econo-

my, we’re going to need innovators
with technical skills who understand

the underlying scientific principles of
the Earth as a system, which is why
STEM education is so important,” she
says.
Developing the ability to approach

problems differently and apply
technology to solve them is the type
of skills that will be needed to fill posi-
tions in a world where the majority
of jobs that will exist in 10 to 20 years
don’t exist today, adds Dr. Schmidt.
It’s a challenge that the Canadian

government has recognized and is
helping to address through an invest-
ment of $5.9-million over five years
by Environment and Climate Change
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INSIDE When science class turns festive at The Bishop
Strachan School. SE3

Branksome Hall’s innovation incubator boosts
tree-planting goal. SE2

Teach Well provides faculty with
evidence-informed, multime-
dia resources, highlighting rich
examples of accessible, inclusive
and innovative practices for profes-

When Jamie Ginter, a professor in
the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences at Sheridan College in
Ontario, asked her colleagues for their
recycling, they were happy to send it
along. When she had to meticulously
photograph it, ensuring key details
like expiry dates and logos were vis-
ible, it became more than evidence of
the consumption habits of a society;
it was also evidence of reimagining a
classroom lesson that had to shift on-
line during the COVID-19 pandemic.
While Prof. Ginter used technol-

ogy to enhance the activity, she also
maintained the experiential aspect
of William Rathje’s famous Garbage
Archaeology Project that studied con-
temporary populations by analyzing
their garbage.
Students were tasked with analyz-

ing and evaluating a bag of recycling
and creating narratives around who
produced it, using Zoom break-
out rooms, Padlet (a cloud-based
platform) to brainstorm ideas and
Microsoft 365 suite to create an inven-
tory and write their report.

Prof. Ginter is one of several profes-
sors who have shared their stories of
intentionally integrating technology
into teaching and learning as part of
Sheridan’s Teach Well program.

INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGY INTO TEACHING AND LEARNING

he latest report by the
Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change (IPCC) published in
August was a stark reminder that
climate change is continuing to
devastate the planet – not that vir-
tually every nation on Earth needed
reminding.
In just the past couple of years,

floods, wildfires, mega-storms and
unprecedented heatwaves have
become the new normal in many re-
gions as efforts to mitigate the impact
of climate change continue to fall far
short of what’s needed to limit the
rise in the Earth’s temperature.
The IPCC says strong and sustained

reductions in emissions of carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases
would limit climate change and
benefits for air quality would come
quickly. However, it could take 20 to
30 years to see global temperatures
stabilize.
While government policies and

the commitment of individuals will
ultimately determine the success of
climate change counter measures, a
technically skilled workforce will be
essential to drive a green economy
forward – and with young Canadi-
ans becoming more aware of how
climate change is impacting their
lives, preparing them to be part of
the solution has become a focus for
STEM (science, technology, engineer-
ing and math) educators.
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with technical skills
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principles of the Earth
as a system, which is

why STEM education is
so important
Bonnie Schmidt

Let’s Talk Science president and
founder

See Green Economy on page SE2

Approaching problems differently – and applying technology to solve them – are skills that will be needed
to prepare for the jobs of the future. ISTOCK.COM

sors who have reconceptualized
classroom-based projects to engage
learners online, says Dr. Meagan
Troop, manager for Educational
Development at Sheridan’s Centre

Technology and pedagogy are integral to Sheridan College’s Teach Well program that aims to inspire educators to
experiment with new tools and approaches as part of its culture of continuous enhancement. SUPPLIED

for Teaching and Learning.
Technology and pedagogy are

integral to the college’s Teach Well
program, which provides faculty
with resources using a multimedia
interactive approach and profes-
sional development opportunities to
increase student engagement and
motivation.
“With this initiative specifically, we

hope that these examples will inspire
educators, sparking creativity and
curiosity about their practice,” she
says, “and to explore and experi-
ment with new technologies, tools
and approaches as part of our culture
of continuous enhancement.”
Dr. Troop says enthusiasm around

Teach Well possibilities is growing,
and now partners and community
members are suggesting ideas,
collaborating and engaging as co-
designers and co-facilitators.
“The Teach Well programming has

taken on a life of its own – evolving
in response to community needs and
interests as people come together to
support one another,” she adds.

Canada in Let’s Talk Science.
The funding will allow the orga-

nization to engage over 600,000
youth across Canada in climate sci-
ence education and action through
regional events, action projects,
hands-on activities and a suite of
digital resources, including career
information.
The program is being imple-

mented in partnership with the Royal
Society of Canada (RSC), including
members of the College of New
Scholars, Artists and Scientists.

STEM education’s crucial part in providing the workforce for a green economy

The climate change challenge facing young Canadians

A computer
science degree
that gives
you options.

Our new 4-year Computer Science degree can help
you get hands-on experience in the area that you love –
Game Engineering, Cloud Computing or Data Analytics.
With small class sizes and up to 16-month co-op
opportunities in your field of interest, you’ll be well
on your way to a career in your chosen speciality.
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Colleges and institutes:

Where technology
gives art a new
dimension

collegesinstitutes.ca

INTEGRATED CONTENT 
FEATURES

ARE TURNKEY ADVERTORIAL SOLUTIONS. 
PARTICIPATING ADVERTISERS 
CAN BE MENTIONED/QUOTED 

WITHIN CONTENT SPACE.

THE GLOBE AND MAIL 
DELIVERS YOUR BEST 

AUDIENCE
PRINT/DIGITAL: National Edition

6,367,000 WEEKLY PRINT/DIGITAL READERS
Source: Vividata Fall 2021, National A14+

PRINT: National Edition
714,000 WEEKDAY PRINT READERS

Source: Vividata Fall 2021, National, A14+

Sponsor content is available. Speak to your account manager for more information. 

mailto:rdeacon@globeandmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/sfy3vpa5fdhlcde/Stem%20to%20Steam%20October%2022%202021.pdf?dl=0

