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November 15, National Philanthropy Day, is recognized worldwide as a celebration of 
philanthropy and the people who are active in the philanthropic community. This special 
feature, produced in partnership with the Association of Fundraising Professionals 
(AFP), will highlight some of the outstanding achievements of individuals, foundations, 
corporations, fundraising volunteers and non-profit organizations who contribute time, 
talent, financial support and other resources to causes in Canada and beyond.

Proposed topic highlights: 
IMPACT – How Canadian philanthropy is changing lives and outcomes. 
TAKING ACTION – How you can engage most effectively to make a difference. 
TRENDS – How charities are adapting and responding to urgent local and global 
needs. 
ENGAGEMENT – Highlighting the inspiring stories of donors and volunteers.

Sponsor content is available. Speak to your account manager for more information. 

ABOUT

The Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) represents

more than 3,000 Canadian fundraisers and charities, and over

26,000 around the world, partnering with donors and volunteers

to change the world through ethical and effective fundraising.

AFP helps its members raise more than $115-billion annually

for a wide variety of causes through advocacy, research,

education, mentoring and the most rigorous code of ethics in

the profession.

anadian charities work hard

year round to meet the

needs of the causes they serve. On

November 15 they celebrate National

Philanthropy Day (NPD) to recognize

and pay tribute to the contributions

that philanthropy – and those active

in the philanthropic community –

make to the lives of individuals and

communities round the world.

First celebrated in 1986, NPD this

year will see more than 100 events

held across Canada and the rest of

North America.

For Rebecca Dutton, president and

CEO of Janeway Children’s Hospital

Foundation in St. John’s, Newfound-

land, NPD is an occasion to showcase

“something beautiful” in her commu-

nity and an opportunity to encourage

even more people to have an impact

on the causes they care about.

“We celebrate philanthropy in all

its forms; we honour philanthropists,

volunteers, community groups and

fundraisers; all those people who

work together each day to improve

the lives of others,” says Ms. Dutton.

Rukshini Ponniah-Goulin, director

of development at the United Church
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ROM’s Willner Madge Gallery,

Dawn of Life, opens soon AFP4

Charlotte’s light shines through Canuck

Place’s Light a Life Campaign AFP6

Mikinakoos Children's Fund works to

alleviate poverty and hunger AFP9

Medical research continues to

improve the quality of health care

and to find treatments and cures for

challenging diseases – but providing

the infrastructure and recruiting top

clinicians and scientists to advance

these discoveries requires significant

capital. Support from donors, whose

gifts can fill funding gaps and elevate

facilities to world-class research

hubs, plays a vital role in advancing

research and translating discoveries

into treatments for patients. While

spending decisions are driven by the

institutions, donor funds can be key

to realizing the vision.

As one of more than five million

Canadians living with eye disease,

the legendary Bay Street invest-

ment banker, Donald K. Johnson,

understands the benefits of medical

research and how his recent $50-mil-

lion donation to his namesake

Donald K. Johnson Eye Institute at

University Health Network (UHN) will

PHILANTHROPY’S CRITICAL ROLE

IN ACCELERATING RESEARCH

AND ULTIMATELY PATIENT CARE

Dr. Valerie Wallace is co-director of

the Donald K. Johnson Eye Institute

and the Donald K. Johnson Chair in

Vision Research. TIM FRASER

A day to reflect on how charity changes the lives of people in need

contribute to improving outcomes

for others suffering from vision loss

and vision-related issues in Canada

and around the world.

Since his first gift in 2007, Mr.

Johnson’s philanthropy has helped

the Donald K. Johnson Eye Institute

at Toronto Western Hospital grow

into Canada’s largest and most

comprehensive clinical and research

hub dedicated to vision.

Six years ago, to celebrate his

80th birthday, he made a $10-million

donation to the Eye Institute. “That

gift enabled us to build our discovery

research capacity, provided resources

to recruit scientists and helped us

increase clinical research,” says Dr.

Valerie Wallace, co-director of the

Donald K. Johnson Eye Institute

and the Donald K. Johnson Chair in

Vision Research.

“One of our first recruits with his

[2007] gift was Dr. Michael Reber

from Strasbourg, France. Another

C

ISTOCK.COM

As Canadians look ahead to celebrating

National Philanthropy Day on Monday,

many will reflect on what has been

a tough two years; heartache and

sorrow for many and disrupted lives for

even more. However, throughout the

COVID-19 pandemic, individuals and

communities have come together in a

spirit of giving, sharing and support that

epitomizes the power of philanthropy

across the country.

was Dr. Karun Singh, who focuses

on stem cells, and then clinician-

scientist Dr. Brian Ballios,” says Dr.

Wallace. “Without Don’s philanthro-

py, we couldn’t have recruited these

people and we wouldn’t have had a

sustainable clinical research unit. He

is seeing his legacy in real time and

that must be satisfying.”

Dr. Wallace says Mr. Johnson’s

latest gift will enable UHN to recruit

additional world-leading vision

scientists and clinicians and retain

those it has, increase research capac-

ity and accelerate the translation of

research discoveries into treatments

for patients.

Those advancements will enable

the Eye Institute to tackle big proj-

ects that could lead to the develop-

ment of therapies for conditions like

macular degeneration and retinitis

pigmentosa, she says.

“What makes Mr. Johnson such an

incredible donor is that he sees the

value of the research enterprise and

especially fundamental discovery-

based research. And he knows it can

take time; investing now is the only

way to have an impact on disease

treatment in the future,” says Dr.

Wallace.

How a drug is developed, even

the idea for a type of drug, is the

result of years of research and not

necessarily eye-focused research,

says Dr. Wallace, pointing out blood

vessel inhibitor drugs that are used

in treating wet age-related macular

degeneration came out of decades

of work around the world on how

cancer tumours co-opt blood vessels.

“For those kinds of break-

throughs, you are standing on many

people’s shoulders and the research

they have done,” she adds.

While Dr. Wallace says the Eye

Institute is fortunate to benefit from

the philanthropy of Mr. Johnson

and his late wife, Anna McCowan

Johnson, there is always a need for

additional support.

“For potential donors who want

to play the long game and back

discovery research, it has been

shown time and time again that if

you support smart people who are

inherently curious about problems

and their solutions, your gift will

have impact,” she says.

“The legacy of Mr. Johnson’s

philanthropy will enable the Eye

Institute to have a national and

global impact. It is going to convince

young people to work on these

problems,” says Dr. Wallace. “You

want the next pool of really smart

talent to turn their attention and

their brilliance to solving [vision-

related] issues. If we have the

presence and the impact, we will

be able to recruit and train the next

generation of researchers, and that’s

quite a legacy.”

Downtown Mission of Windsor in

Windsor, Ontario, says NPD is not

only a celebration for people involved

directly in charities but also an op-

portunity to raise wider awareness of

Like your fingerprints, your impact through philanthropy is unique. The causes and charities you support

are how youmake your personal mark on theworld.

The Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) exists to ensure yourmark on theworld

is themost impactful it can be.

OnNational Philanthropy Day, AFP thanks you for your unique and personal gifts of

time, talent and treasure.

To learnmore about ethical and effective fundraising, visit:

afpcanada.org

Association des professionnels

en philanthropie
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