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Global challenges can disrupt agricultural production and supply chains and threaten 
food security, especially among vulnerable community members. This special feature 
explores the role of Canadian farmers and food producers to help provide safe and 
nutritious food for the world.

Proposed topic highlights:
ADVOCACY & SUPPORT – Dedicated to enhancing food security in Canada and 
abroad.
FARMING & FOOD PRODUCTION – Working to improve outcomes for farmers and 
food producers.
RESEARCH & INNOVATION – Research findings and innovation strengthening supply 
chains.
FOOD & HEALTH – The role of food security in community health.
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CANADA’S EGG FARMERS LEAD THE WAYWITH A HOLISTIC APPROACH
TO SUSTAINABILITY

As the uncertainty from COVID-19
gives way to growing optimism
and recovery, many Canadians may
look back at the early weeks of the
pandemic and recall concerns about
the country’s food supply.

They’ll likely also remember that,
amid the pantry loading and panic
buying, there were never any major
concerns about eggs. There’s a
reason for this.

“Canadian egg farming works
under supply management – a
system where farmers don’t over or
under supply the market, and where
they’re ensured a fair return for their
labour and investment,” explains
Tim Lambert, CEO of Egg Farmers
of Canada, which represents more
than 1,200 regulated Canadian egg
farmers from coast to coast, who
collectively produce more than nine
billion eggs each year.

This innovative, made-in-Canada
system – studied and admired by
farmers and governments in other
countries – is driven by a holistic
approach that sees the country’s egg
farmers work closely with other play-
ers in the industry, including graders
and processors.

“When COVID-19 hit, we were able
to come together as an industry to
make sure we could continue to sup-

ply Canadians with eggs,” says Mr.
Lambert. “But supply management
isn’t just about ensuring Canadians
get their eggs today; the broader
goal is long-term sustainability of
this affordable, high-quality source
of protein, of our industry and of the
environment.”

The success of this goal rests on
five key actions, identified by Egg
Farmers of Canada: protect the health
and welfare of hens; deliver safe,
high-quality eggs to Canadians; make
egg production more environmen-
tally sound; enhance the well-being
of others; and empower people.

“With the stability provided by sup-
ply management, egg farmers are
able to make investments that sup-
port these pillars for sustainability,”
says Mr. Lambert. “But innovative
leadership is also critical, and egg
farmers know they need to nurture
the next generation of agricultural
stewards.”

The egg industry stands apart from
other sectors with its large cohort of
young farmers – almost one-third of
Canadian egg farmers are under the
age of 45. Through initiatives such as
the National Young Farmer Program,
these next-generation egg farmers
get opportunities to gain the skills,
knowledge and networks that will

boxes, perches and scratch pads.
This investment in animal welfare is
important to Jenningses.

“In our new, solar-powered barn,
all the hens on the farm will be in
enriched colony housing. We’ve
also done other upgrades with
computer monitoring systems and
new egg packing systems, which
will further enhance our productiv-
ity,” says Blake.

Mr. Lambert cites the Jennings
family as great examples of farmers
today building a sustainable egg
industry of the future.

“While most people point to cli-
mate change as the main reason for
sustainability strategies, they often
fail to consider the positive impact
of sustainable food systems on the
environment,” he says.

For Canada’s egg farmers, this all
starts with supply management.

“Farmers who have economic
stability have the ability to reinvest in
technology and systems that allow
them to produce more eggs, using
fewer resources,” says Mr. Lambert.
“And when you achieve that, you
can also achieve environmental sus-
tainability and social sustainability
through greater food security and af-
fordable access to fresh, high-quality,
made-in-Canada eggs.”

help them lead their business and
shape the future of Canadian egg
farming.

For Blake Jennings, a fifth-gen-
eration farmer at Bayview Poultry
Farms Ltd., in Masstown, N.S., being
raised on an egg farm – where he
learned discipline and a sense of
responsibility – has prepared him to
take on a leadership role in the family
business, and in an industry he loves.

Living on the Bay of Fundy amidst
nature has instilled the need to
innovate for sustainability – a lesson
Blake learned early from his father,
Glen Jennings, who installed three
wind turbines on the farm 14 years
ago, harnessing enough power for
two barns.

“We’ve been making big changes
for the future,” says Blake. “When
our wind turbines became obsolete
last year, we started building a new
barn and installed 90 solar panels on
its entire south side. This will power
the whole barn and produce a little
extra. Eventually, we intend to have
enough solar panels to power the
entire farm.”

Five years ago, Blake and his dad
renovated one of their barns to an
enriched colony system, which
provides precise feed delivery while
enhancing animal care with nest

priority outcomes.
“Whether it’s food insecurity, food

fraud, food waste or promoting
the good stories of our agricultural
producers, collaboration is the key,”
says Minister Bibeau in a press
release. “This advisory council is
a first of its kind in Canada, and
reflects our vision for a sustainable
food system in Canada built on an
inclusive approach. Each [member]
has a unique set of experiences and
knowledge that will help improve
the way government programs are
developed and implemented.”

A collaborative approach across
government departments, fields of
work and disciplines is essential for
tackling complex challenges, agrees
Ms. Yasmeen, adding that FSC has
been working in partnership with

community food advocates and civil
society to push for the creation of a
national council as a tool for bringing
more perspectives to the policy-
making process.

“The food policy is a roadmap
towards greater accountability and
public engagement in food systems
governance,” says Ms. Roberts, who
is actively engaged in supporting
community-led food security initia-
tives in Toronto. “We are in desperate
need of policy leadership that not
only addresses the mounting levels
of food insecurity but also advances
racial justice and food sovereignty for
Indigenous Peoples, Black communi-
ties and racialized groups – who are
most disproportionately impacted by
gaps in our food system.”

FSC is committed to engaging its

members, partners, allies and food
movement leaders to inform policy,
with the goal “to increase the space
for participatory decision-making in
the public interest,” says Ms. Yas-
meen. “There is ample opportunity
to push for greater representation
of those with lived experience of
food insecurity and those working
in closely related fields, such as
anti-poverty, climate justice and local
economic development.”

The slogan for the policy, “Every-
one at the table,” reflects the need
for actors across the food system to
work together on solutions to sys-
temic issues. Only in collaboration
can we achieve meaningful progress
towards the three interlocking goals
of zero hunger, healthy and safe
food, and sustainable food systems.
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anadian advocates – who be-
lieve food security and social

justice are closely linked – are lead-
ing a collaborative effort that aims to
eliminate disparities and inequities in
food systems.

“COVID-19 has highlighted the
urgent need for all of us to work
together to build healthy, sustain-
able and just food systems,” says
Gisèle Yasmeen, executive director
of Food Secure Canada (FSC), who
was recently named as a member
of the new Canadian Food Policy
Advisory Council, along with food
policy expert and FSC board chair
Melana Roberts.

“This is a historic opportunity for
horizontal collaboration across both
governmental departments and
food sectors,” says Ms. Yasmeen.
“The new advisory council will
allow for consensus building and
engagement in order to realize and
grow the ambitious but essential
and timely vision of the [Food Policy
for Canada].”

Listed priority outcomes for the
policy include vibrant communities,
strong Indigenous food systems,
sustainable food practices, improved
health and inclusive economic
development.

Ms. Yasmeen welcomes the op-
portunity for an independent, multi-
stakeholder body with a diversity
of voices to advise Agriculture and
Agri-Food Minister Marie-Claude
Bibeau. The initiative aims to
inform a national food policy with
specific and measurable targets for

C
We are in desperate

need of policy
leadership that not
only addresses the
mounting levels
of food insecurity
but also advances
racial justice and

food sovereignty for
Indigenous Peoples,
Black communities
and racialized groups

– who are most
disproportionately
impacted by gaps in
our food system.
Melana Roberts

Board Chair of Food Secure
Canada

With the stability
provided by supply
management, egg
farmers are able to

make investments that
support these pillars
for sustainability. But
innovative leadership
is also critical, and
egg farmers know
they need to nurture
the next generation of
agricultural stewards.

Tim Lambert
CEO of Egg Farmers of Canada

Diverse voices and efforts
across the country, including

Green Iglu (top left), the
Tyendinaga Justice Circle
(right) and Iyé Creative

(bottom left), are advancing
innovative solutions to food
access challenges. SUPPLIED
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Egg Farmers of Canada is among the agriculture organizations working to nurture a new generation of agricultural stewards and attract young farmers like Blake Jennings, pictured above. SUPPLIED

Bringing everyone to the table to
shape a national food policy
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