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As a global generosity movement, Giving Tuesday harnesses the potential of social
media and the generosity of people to bring about real change in their communities.
This special feature will explore the power of Giving Tuesday to bring together a range
of partners – including non-profits, civic organizations, businesses, corporations and
individuals – to leverage the impact of donating time, resources and talents to address
local and global challenges.
Proposed topic highlights:
PARTNERSHIPS – Examples of collaborations that encourage and amplify acts of
kindness.
COMMUNITY IMPACT – Meeting the needs of communities today and preparing for
future challenges.
PHILANTHROPY IN CANADA – The causes and charities Canadians care for.
OUTLOOK – Lessons from the pandemic informing giving and volunteering.
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Estate planning & legacy giving
Philanthropy with a lasting impact
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A LEGACY GIFT ENSURES STATE-OF-THE-ART HEALTH CARE FOR
FUTURE GENERATIONS
Jenkins was living on
K athy
Vancouver Island in 2012
when she faced a life-threatening
medical emergency – a brain aneurysm that had burst. Local clinicians
quickly determined that Ms. Jenkins
needed the kind of complex care
that was available only at Vancouver General Hospital (VGH).
She was ﬂown out to the mainland, where VGH neurosurgeon Dr.
Gary Redekop and his medical team
ran a series of brain scans, assessed
Kathy’s condition and performed
neurosurgery.
“When it seemed to my husband
after my brain aneurysm that there
was no other recourse, Dr. Redekop
was there to take additional brain
scans, which showed my life could
be saved,” Ms. Jenkins says. “He
and his team at VGH then performed surgery to repair my brain. I
am forever grateful to them.”
Those feelings of gratitude inspired Ms. Jenkins and her husband
Scott to make the decision to leave
their entire estate to VGH & UBC
Hospital Foundation. Leaving a
legacy was as simple as drafting a
will and notifying the Foundation
of their intent. A simple phone call

Legacy gifts provide
sustainability to
our hospitals and
health-care centres.
Health-care needs
are going to be there
for generations to
come. These gifts will
help us to purchase
vital equipment such
as MRIs and other
imaging equipment,
to conduct worldclass research and to
recruit the best and
brightest health-care
professionals.
Charlene Taylor
Director, Gift & Estate
Planning, VGH & UBC Hospital
Foundation
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The power of music therapy: Kathy Jenkins learned to play the piano to support her recovery
after she received neurosurgery at VGH. SUPPLIED

“We are honoured and grateful
that patients like Kathy Jenkins have
been inspired to support us because
of the high-quality care they have
received,” says Charlene Taylor,
Director, Gift & Estate Planning, at

Ms. Taylor stresses that a legacy
gift is easy to arrange and depending
on the individual or family’s speciﬁc
ﬁnancial situation, can provide tax
beneﬁts to their estate. She encourages everyone to seek advice from

brightest health-care professionals.”
Individuals can direct their gifts
to a speciﬁc area, as Kathy Jenkins
did for imaging, or they can make
an unrestricted donation so that
the funds are directed to the most

