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For many Canadians, the home has taken on a new – and more essential – role during
the pandemic as a place where we shelter, work, make and take meals, educate
children, and more. This special feature series will explore avenues for increasing
comfort and functionality as well as ensuring we make the most of the time spent at
home through home improvements and home décor.
Proposed topic highlights:
TRENDS – Experts weigh in on the products, services and solutions that are gaining
popularity in Canada.
PLANNING & ADVICE – Tips and virtual planning tools for maximizing the impact of
home improvement efforts.
SUSTAINABILITY – Steps for boosting environmental and energy performance and
reducing the carbon footprint at home.
INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS – Design ideas and innovations that stand out.
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Home renovation
Part one of a two-part series. Read the next instalment on February 23.

Sponsor content is available. Speak to your account manager for more information.

GET INVOLVED TODAY. CONTACT:
RICHARD DEACON, Project Manager T: 1.604.631.6636
E: rdeacon@globeandmail.com

DESIGN A
TIMELESS
KITCHEN WITH
FORWARD
THINKING
ith many of us staying at
W home
these days, it’s no surprise we’re noticing more aspects of
our spaces that we’d love to change.
The kitchen, in particular, has come
under scrutiny as we find ourselves
cooking more with restaurants
closed, and it’s often doubling as
a temporary office and/or school
workspace. Maybe your cabinets are
looking worn from the daily wear
and tear? Or you can never find
anything in your pantry? Do you
need to store your dishes lower so
your kids can reach them (and put
them away!) on their own? Maybe
your whole kitchen just isn’t helping
you live your best life, and it’s time
for a renovation.
In order to build a kitchen that really functions well and will do so for a
long time, we need to think beyond
our immediate needs and wants and
into the future. “We need to think
a lot more long term,” says Valérie
Brière, brand and communications
director for Miralis, a Quebec-based
company that uses innovative quality
materials and intelligent design to
build kitchens that stand the test of
time. “We strongly believe a kitchen
should be built to last 20 to 25 years.
You shouldn’t need to renovate again
after seven or eight years.”

TIMELESS DESIGN
TRENDS
It’s important that we
really enjoy our living
spaces, considering how
much we find ourselves in
them right now. Here are
some ideas to make your
home more inviting and
comfortable.
Warm tones: Shine
soft light on the walls
and use cozy textured
fabrics like velvet to
create a warm mood.
Lighter species woods
are popular for warming
a room, especially maple
and white oak. Replace
cold whites with rich
cream-coloured accents.
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can actually hold the same if not
more,” says Bernier. “For instance,
drawers can hold a lot more plates
than a cupboard with one shelf.
This leaves room for more windows
and light, and gives you space to
breathe.” A clean contemporary
design with simple straight lines will
always feel in vogue.
Working with a skilled kitchen
designer is the best way to ensure
you get a design that will see you
through many years. Designers can
address issues you may never even
have considered, plus you have
someone knowledgeable to answer
questions. There are DIY options, but
with them comes a lot of room for
error, which can be costly in time and
money. “People who have done this
tell us they would never do it again

Natural accents:
Whether it’s wooden
benches, stools or
window coverings,
natural materials can
offer a nice contrast to
shiny appliances. Dress
cushions in linen while
straw and rattan can
climb the walls and be
found on light fixtures.
For accessories, add
handmade pottery and
terra cotta.
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Simplicity: Opt for
solid colours and
simple shapes, such as
geometrics. Go for a
minimalist look including
shaker-style or singlepiece cabinets. Terrazzo
and ultra-thin porcelain
counters can complete
the look.

